
 The last surviving signer of the
Declaration of Independence wrote in
1828: 
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Life, Liberty, Happiness

Enjoy life. Consider eternity.     

itance their ancestors could be-
queath to them; and pray that the
civil and religious liberties they have
secured to my country may be
perpetuated to remotest posterity,
and extended to the whole family of
man.”   - Charles Carroll of Carrollton

whole family of man” - meaning every
race. We often take it for granted that
we can choose to worship whomever
and whenever we want. But that free-
dom came at a great price - a war was
fought over it: the Revolutionary War.
And before that, people had to flee
their homeland, all they knew, and
come create and build a new home in a
foreign land just so that they could
worship and praise their God without
fear of retaliation.
   The words of Thomas Jefferson are
truth and powerful: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”
   Independence Day is a reminder to us
that all people have equal rights; that
God has given us the right to life,
liberty and the chance to be happy and
no one can give these rights away.
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“Grateful to Almighty God for the
blessings which through Jesus Christ
our Lord he has conferred on my
beloved country in her emancipa-
tion, and upon myself in permitting
me, under circumstances of mercy,
to live to the age of eighty-nine
years, and to survive the fiftieth year
of American Independence, and cer-
tifying by my present signature my
approbation of the Declaration of
Independence, adopted by congress
of the fourth of July in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-six, which I origin-
ally subscribed on the second day of
August of the same year, and of
which I am now the last surviving
signer, I do hereby recommend to
the present and future generations
the principles of that important
document, as the best earthly inher-

   When Thomas Jefferson wrote the
Declaration of Independence, he knew
that this document had to serve several
purposes: he had to present to the
world the colonists’ grievances against
the tyranny of King George and England
in hope for their understanding and
support, but most importantly he had
to unite the 13 separate colonies.
   The Declaration of Independence can
be broken down into three parts: the
rights of the people, grievances against
the king and the reasons for separation
from England.
    When looking back at the importance
of the Declaration of Independence,
Charles Carroll focused on our civil and
religious   liberties   “extended   to   the
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James 1:25 “But the one who looks into the perfect law, the
law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets

but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.”
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     It is normal to associate the Fourth of July with barbeques,
fireworks, and spending time with family and friends, but we should
also remember those currently serving in the military, as well as those
who gave the ultimate sacrifice. Let's also thank those who serve our
country in other ways, such as firefighters, police officers, and medical
professionals. 
       We should remember that our true freedom comes not from a
flag or a country, but from a relationship with our Lord and Savior.
Galatians 5:1 [NKJV] says, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord, and the people whom he has chosen for his inheritance." Let's
celebrate with faith in God, hope in Jesus Christ, and love for each
other. Have a wonderful Independence Day.
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